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ITALIAN MASTERS

The artful combination of classic d
gives a farmhouse in Puglia a rel:
SHORE LEAVE

gn and modern style
, welcoming feel.

How to create an eco-friendly home like the Chandlers'.
LATERAL THINKING

Restrained design breathes new life into Garrett
(elleher's top-floor apartment.

KEYNOTES: CONTEMPORARY SIDE TABLES

Designs inspired by those in Garrett Kelleher's home.

FOCUS: ROMANTIC IRISH HOMES

We explore two intriguing country houses in Ireland.

GARDENS

134

LAND OF MAKE BELIEVE
Gemma and James McCallum'’s enchanting garden

in Fife is full of Celtic symbolism and fairytale touches
KEYNOTES: PERENNIALS

Recreate a glorious border to match the McCallums'.
DESIGNER SECRETS

Jacques Wirtz creates a strikingly simple garden design.
GROWING FRUIT

Add colour, structure and interest to your garden - and
a delicious end result - with orchard and soft fruit.
GERBERA

We discover new varig

in chalky shades of len

of this favourite bloom
apricot and pink.
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MASTERS

Behind the walls of Claire and Fraser Simpson'’s farmhouse |
iIn Puglia lies a haven of classic design and modern style

WORDS FAITH BRADBURY | PHOTOGRAPHS MARK BOLTON
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KITCHEN

The rustic kitchen is used mastly
1 the colder months; from April
1o late October, Claire and Fraser
cook and eat beside the pool.

Similar pendant shade, Black
Ceiling Pendant; £150, Graham
ard Greery, 0845 130 5622,

grahamandgreen.couk
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MAIN BEDROOM
Full-length curtains take the
Place of traditiona! shutters
fo give the bedroom a softer,
more relaxed feel.
Free-standing bath -
£2.800, Sunbury Antig)
01932 230946,
kemptonantiguesco

Eden four-poster bed. ¥
€1864, Luz Interorss =S
0032 2 334 1548,
luz-interiors.Com)
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holiday. In fact,
; .... ich that they
Touryears ago, Having
lived and worked in London for many years,
the pair felt they had reached saturation point
and decided that a return to ltaly was in order.
While browsing for holiday properties,
Claire spotted an advert for a company that
builds modern masserie (traditional fortified
farmhouses) in Puglia, They had noknowledge
of the area, but a friend recommended it and

H&G ITALIAN HOME

the idea of a holiday soon changed shapein
Claire's mind to become something altogether
more permanent. "We flew to Puglia, met with
the developer and, on seeing our first masseria,
instantly fell in love with the architecture,
"Within forty-eight hours, we had chosen a
beautiful olive grove with four-hundred-year-
old trees spread out across five acres on which
to construct our very own build," says Claire,
Masserie are vast, walled dwellings that
surround a courtyard but original examples
are hard to find and costly to renovate. Claire,



w -build massene because they are
fecaded ﬁﬁwn to Slllt modern lifestyles and
gets, and theré is a ‘bespoke element so
th ck;gglts caradapt plans to suit their needs.
One aspect they were keen to change was
the fact that every room opened out on to the
couTty:&'rd “That's-a fabulous way tolive in the
sumrier, but not so much in the winter. Flow

of space was our pridrity,” says Claire. “We
wantec@some connecting corriders so we could
move from one room to another, especially as
we wanted to live heresll year round and didn't
want to walk outside to reach a different room.”

The compromise is a covered cloister linking
the living space to the bedrooms, "It feels a little
strange going outside in your nightdress when

Claire had the large-scale
Planters made to
accommodate the matiire
lemon trees she wanted.
Bespoke planters,

Woodesign, 0039 836
586125, wdarredi.com.

50 | SEPTEMBER 09

= Y s =
n interior designer, was attracted to =
< ‘_'.1

Iﬂeaﬁu&lpan ofﬂxehmmaﬁamms'
lonig space with a high vaulted ceiling that
incorporates a kitchen and dining area, seat-
ing area and study. "As much as | like open-plan
living, 'm a fan of ereating sectioned-off areas."
says Claire. To achieve this, she has used four
huge, identical lamps and two high-backed
sofas to divide the space.

During the ten months in which their masseria
was built, Claire and Fraser, who works in the
City, made six trips back to Puglia to source or
approve the materials. “As an interior designer,
I regard this project as my finest to date, given
the challenges we had to face: the architec-
ture; the scale and materials of the building;




: limatic changes; and the language and
cul erences, which really put our
 abilities to the test,” says Claire.

Surrounded by so many hard raw materials
Claire was anxious about the masseria feeling
cold in winter, but she need not have been. "It's
incredibly cosy. We have underfloor heating
and the fireplace is enormous.’ The hard mate-
rials also dictated Claire’s colour scheme for
the rooms. “All | had to do was to pick out the
colours you find in the stone: olive greens,
greys, taupe and off-white."

Despite the fact that the masseria is a new
build, you would never know, as the pietra
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equally settled? ‘It has brought us ott of bur
comfort zone," says Claire, who is struggling.
with not only a new language, but also with
the dialects that change from one village to
the next in this remote corner of Puglia.

The birth of their first child, Chloe, in early .
June means life in this very rural community
with virtually no ex-pats nearby is going to
change. “The masseria is very child—friéndly,’i;
with no stairs to worry about angd plemy-;bf
outdoor space, but whether the Italian way of
life with children fulfils us remains to be seen,”
says Claire. “That will be the negt challenge" W'
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Visit homesandgardens.com/readershomes to see
inside more of the world’s most beautiful homes
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