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SETTLE IN

Next door to two luxury hotels on the ritzy Platinum Coast
(Coral Reef Club and the Sandpiper), Settlers Barbados is a
new “elite villa community" of 12 beachfront homes, with sleek
architecture and private pools. This three-starey home has
four bedrooms, 4,800 sq ft of interior space and 1,200 sq ft
outside. Owners can use the hotel amenities, and the rum bars.
and restaurants of Holetown are a short walk away.
00 1 246 230 3055, settlersharbados.com
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When is a gite not a gite? When it's a superglam complex
just a stone's throw from the beach in the winemaking village
of Fitou, north of Perpignan. A one-bedroom main house and
three separate one-bedroom "suites" are dotted around the
property, which has a curving infinity pool and has been run
as a boutique hotel. Our advice? Ditch the guests and party
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It's a quiet monument to a lost way of life,
perched above the rolling Tuscan countryside,
with spectacular views in every direction
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Earlier this year, they
started the ball rolling with
the local authorities in nearby
Rapolano Terme, submitting
plans that outline options for
future use, including homes,
a hotel and a cultural centre.
They have also restored the
olive press “in the correct
style”, Fabio says, reroofing
it in traditional red tiles and
fixing the stone arches of
the colonnade. Still, he
admits that transforming the
‘whole village “will be an
enormous work”.

The centrepiece of the
village is the summer
residence of its former
aristocratic owners, the
counts of Buoninsegni: a
magnificent villa, completed
about 100 years ago on the
site of the original castle.
Even in its abandoned state, it
remains eloquently suggestive
of the grace and ease of
upper-class life, with grand
salons, an orangery and
formal “English” lens.
Old copies of Diana, a
‘magazine about hunting, are
still stacked on the bookcases,

the walls and, in the warren
of cellars, wine barrels the
size of garden sheds sit
silently in the musty gloom.
ledgment

Perhaps in acknowl
of Dante’s association with
Santa Cecilia, there’s a
quotation from The Divine
Comedy carved around the
monumental wooden

heroically , making
absolutely no impression on
wider Italian life: not in
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—> historian, Doriano
Mazzini, has made a detailed
study of the archive, which he
pronounces “interesting but
marginal”, though he fills me
in on the one event that
brought the struggle for
national unification into the
One of the Buoninsegni
counts, Pietro Leopoldo, was
a friend of the revolutionary
hero Guiseppe Garibaldi —
who, in 1847, stayed in the

- village for several days after

taking the waters at the spa
in Rapolano for his bad leg.

A tiny piazza was duly named
in his honour.

, however, life just

Generally.
followed the seasons in the
borgo under the mezzadria
system, with generation after
generation of peasants
working the Buoninsegni
lands and handing over an
increasing proportion of the
produce. This sharecropping
arrangement became
unsustainable following the
Second World War, as the

leserted

peasants de agrarian
grind for paid work in the
travertine quarries of _
Rapolano or the industrial
cities of northern Italy.
The Buoni
sold up, and by the 1970s
had moved away, leaving

‘want to sell it

And now they
all. For the €40m (£29.5m)
asking price, you get not just
the village, but 1,200 acres
of woodland, two lakes, 23

26 acres of olive groves, 270
acres of irrigated arable land,

more than 10,000 sq ftof
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style to improve his workers”
conditions. Despite their

steps beyond most people’s
ambitions. Perhaps Fabio and
his chums would sell them
off one at a time? After all,
Casale Monticello, the
“medium size”

and outbuildings he has
restored on the edge of the
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units with

parking and a pool, cost

€4.3m to do up (and is for

sale separately for €6m). -
But no, the estate is, for

him, indivisible. “What we’ve

piece.
So who's likely to come

8 "What we've done is keep this property
together without fracturing it. It is unigue

— if | split it up, it would lose its appeal"




one of the five

owners of Poggio
Santa Cecilia
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 property investment,
speeding up recovery from
the 2004 tsunami and the
civil war that ended in 2003.

themselves. There's a

- be said for living a little way
inland, where your garden
will come drippingwith




